You die and I live, this is class struggle!" (quoted in Chang and Halliday 2006: 534) . Mao, in fact, is the greatest serial murderer in the history of the world. It has been estimated that 45,000,000 human beings were killed at the hands of Mao, more than the combined mass murders of Hitler and Stalin (Dikötter 2010) .
Why did Mao engage in such atrocities, and why do many on the political left sit idly by while rarely denouncing, much less acknowledging, the brutality? It may be the case that Mao was seeking to avoid the death of the revolution through the avoidance of his own death by way of exterminating all those who may have harbored ill will against him or his communist revolution. In other words, the death of the revolution was a kind of millenarianism which, if it were to happen, would signal the death of the world not only the end of Mao's scheme (Lifton 1970) . What was being sought was permanent revolution, and one ongoing project folded into Maoism was the overcoming of natural limitations including those of the cycle of life and death. There was an attempt at rebirth, and the agents of that rebirth were the Red Guard, some of whom were as young as thirteen or fourteen years of age (Gouldner and Horowitz 1966) . Its launch in 1966 was something akin to the Triumph of the Will, the film depicting Hitler at Nuremberg (Lifton 1970: 147) . Choosing young students to man the Red Guard is consistent with the idea that death could be defied-or at least staved off-through the use of vibrant youth who could see the revolution through to the end (Gouldner and Horowitz 1966). There is a purification of sorts in experiencing death on behalf of a perceived just cause (Lifton 1970: 152) .
Mao's attempt at transcending worldly impediments threatening to derail the revolution meant that, in his most lustful moments near the end, the world's flesh became his flesh, thus marking the transition from "great leader" to despot. It is a type of misguided romantic millenarianism in which Mao the ruler confronts the powers of heaven and earth seeking to defeat all who stand in his way for purposes of rewriting history. Lifton (1970) goes on to suggest that the increasingly enfeebled Mao, beset by sickness and old age, is attempting to stave off the natural loss of potency by transmitting power and force across the generations through the work of all those who understand the goodness and necessity of the revolution. Even so, Lifton continues to romanticize Mao as a "tragic" figure who was indeed a great leader but who gave in to "survival paranoia" and who, dissatisfied with his accomplishments and recognizing his own impending death, sought to transcend worldly limitations to his power and potency by lapsing-ironically enough-into horrific displays of terror and human carnage.
